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Dear Friends, 

I must thank all of our volunteers and donors for another successful year. 
Your generous support has allowed us to grow and be honored by Hudson 
Valley Magazine as “Best of the Hudson Valley” Historical Society again this 
year.  “The Spirit of Mesier” in June was a huge success with proceeds 
allowing us to continue restoration of the Homestead. In August we held an 
old fashioned Ice Cream Social for our Members and friends. Earlier this 
month, we held our “Taste of History” event at Mesier with costumed Roy C 
Ketcham theater students who portrayed historic local personalities.  It’s 
always a fun tour. 

Our new Website has been launched! Please visit 
www.wappingershistoricalsociety.org to see all our new features. 

Our speaker series, held at the Wappinger Town Hall, brought many new 
faces to hear informative programs. On November 14th, we will welcome 
David Turner as he speaks about “The Hidden Hamlets of Dutchess County”. 
Be sure to join us for this program. The Homestead will soon be beautifully 
decorated for the Holidays and will be open on additional days in December 
for visiting and shopping. Check our new website for all additional details. 

As the year closes, we are reminded that we have much to be thankful for - 
our Members, Volunteers and Supporters. Thanks to you all.  

Happy Thanksgiving & Happy Holidays to you and your families! 

Beth Devine 

President’s Message 

Established 1967 
 

P.O. Box 174 
Wappingers Falls 

 NY 12590 

845-632-1281 



2 

 

The Gift Shop will be open on Small Business Saturday, November 30th, 
from 10am-2pm. 
   

Mesier Homestead will be open on select mid-week days during the month of De-
cember. The community is welcome to stop in to see the beautifully decorated 
Homestead and shop for Wappingers Falls and Hudson Valley related items for 
holiday gift giving.  The Homestead and Gift Shop will be open on December 10, 
11, 12 and 17, 18, 19 from 11am-1pm.  Please stop in to say hello! 

 

Don’t live in the area, or like to shop late at night? No problem!  Many of our 
items can be purchased online through our website.  We are happy to ship directly 
to you or your recipient. Late day for online orders for the holidays is Monday, 
December 16th.  

We welcome our new 
members! 
The following people have joined the 
Wappingers Historical Society since our last 
issue. We extend our warm welcome to 
them. Hopefully you will all get a chance to 
introduce yourself to them! 

Eileen Cooke 

Mary Jane & Cliff Chapin 

Anna Edel 

Nancy Piscitello 

Lauren & Brian Simone 

Jeff Stickle 

Mary Beth & Marty Vanihel 

All photos are from the Wappingers 
Historical Society Collection unless 

otherwise noted. 
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Martin Van Buren Brower Collection  
A collection of Civil War letters penned by soldier Martin Van Buren Brower, sent home to 
his family in New Hamburg, were recently donated to the Wappingers Historical Society by 
Michael Decker, formerly of  New Hamburg.  Also included were photos, a map of New 
Hamburg, and Civil War regimental records. Michael is the 3rd great grandson of Martin Van 
Buren Brower and a descendent of Adolphus Brouwer, original builder of what is known 
today as the Mesier Homestead.  Adolphus was the 2nd great uncle of Martin VB Brower. We 
give many thanks to Michael for donating these important documents which offer a glimpse 
into the life of a Civil War Hero and his family. These documents are in the process of being 
scanned and archived and will be available for viewing upon request. 

A Brief Biography of Martin Van Buren Brower and Family 

Martin Van Buren Brower was born on March 15, 1837, 
the son of Peter (Petrus), a shoemaker, and Margaret 
Champeraux.  In 1850, the family was living in the Town 
of Poughkeepsie. He had a sister, Catherine and six 
brothers.  He and his brother George studied the art of 
shoemaking under their father’s teaching. By 1860, Martin 
had moved to Brooklyn and was apprenticing as a 
shoemaker. After the first shots were fired on Fort Sumter, 
Martin enlisted on April 18 in the 12th NY in 
Poughkeepsie.  According to Army records, he was shot on 
the left side and leg at the Battle of Rich Mountain, 
Virginia that July. After medical treatment and healing, 
Martin mustered in as Sergeant in Company K 57th Infantry 
Regiment in September 1861.  He was promoted to Sgt. 
Major on January 1, 1863 and to 2nd Lt. in March of 1863.  
He was again wounded in June of 1864 at the Battle of 
Petersburg, VA and mustered out September 3, 1864. His 
military records indicated that he was born with the last 
name of Brewer, but went by the name of Brower.   

 

After returning to Brooklyn, he was appointed to the police force and worked there until 1869.  
Martin married Carolyn Doughty and they had three children: Albert, Lillie and Henry.  It is 
assumed Carolyn died shortly after the birth of Henry in 1871 as records show that he married 
Helen Gilmore in 1874 in New York City.  He and his family made their home in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn, where is owned a factory and worked as a shoemaker. Martin was 
very active in the shoemaker’s unions, The Euclid Association of Turn Shoemakers, and the 
Crispin Society. The family moved from Brooklyn to Channingville Road, Town of 
Poughkeepsie, around 1891 after a fire destroyed his factory in 1888. Helen was ill with 
consumption (tuberculosis) at that time, and died of that illness in 1892. 

 

Martin died on March 2, 1898 and is buried at Wappingers Rural Cemetery along with his 
wife Helen, daughter Lillie Brower Doxie, and Lillie’s daughter Ethel.   
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A Letter Home—December 26th, 1861 by Martin Van Buren 

Army of the Potomac, December 26, 1861 

Dear Sister 

I received your letter of the 12th and was glad to hear from you. The post stamps which you 
sent me was thankfully received.  I was all out of them and had none to send my letters with. 
I would of written but I have been waiting to get some to write but I have not much to write 
now but I thought I would write for fear you would think I was so sick I could not write. I 
am quite smart now, my health improved very fast so that yesterday I was able to go see 
some of the boys in the 20th regiment. Their camp is about 6 miles from ours so you see I 
had a long walk. I walked about 15 miles that day. I feel quite smart now. The regiment went 
out on picket duty this morning but they left me in the camp to take care of the things there 
until the regiment came back. They have gone for four days about 5 miles from the camp. I 
have very good times here. I have got nothing to do, only to look after the things and see that 
they are all right. Tell father I am looking for that letter he was going to send. Kate, tell 
mother I should like to be home on the New Year’s to take dinner with her. Today I had din-
ner and supper on a turkey. It made me think of being home on New Year’s to take dinner 
with you. 

I suppose you all had a good Christmas day there. I had a good time here. I had a better time 
than I expected I should. I saw a good many of the boys from the creek. They were glad to 
see me and Corporal Fogg and Corporal Smith and a few more of the boys that went with me 
there. We have got Bill Davis. Our captain sent a Sargent and a man over and took him from 
the 20th regiment. He is now in the yard house. I do not know what they will do with him. 
He is waiting for his trial. Corporal Lynch has not got here yet. He will not be here until after 
New Year’s. Kate, tell George I will write to him tomorrow or the next day. Tell pop I want 
him to nail that flag of his on the Flagstaff and not to take it down till drive of the rebels to 
the D or some other place that they will be invisible to the naked eye. Give my love to father 
and mother. Same and same George, Nancy and all the rest of the folks. Tell Murry he should 
be out here. He could try his hand with our Enfield rifles at the rebels. They are very nice 
pieces. They will shoot 900 yards and knock a gnat’s eye out. On a more personal, tell aunt 
Deb and aunt Kate and aunt Hetty I send my love to all of these folks. 

Write soon.  I remain your affectionate brother 

Mart Brower 

(Editor Note: This transcription has spelling corrections and added punctuation for ease of reading) 
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Albert Brower 

The son of Martin Van Buren Brower, Albert made his home in New Hamburg in 1888 after 
marrying Jennie Bird in 1885.  Albert and Jennie had two daughters, Grace B. (Smith) and 
Edna M. (Grosman). Mr. Brower worked as a shoemaker while living with his parents in 
Brooklyn. After moving north to New Hamburg, he was employed, first, in the grocery 
business, and then, at the New York Sand Company in New Hamburg. In the 1920’s, Albert 
turned his hobby into a business, selling and repairing radios, and opened a business on 
Market Street in the Village of Wappingers Falls.  He was registered in the Socialist Party 
and ran for several local offices in the 1910’s and 1920’s.  Albert made headlines, both pro 
and con, when he decided to feed the homeless in 1928.  He used his radio connections to 
broadcast through a Mr. Noonan of the Rescue Mission, on WMCA Radio in New York 
City, It was broadcast that “150 members of Johnson Engine Co. No.2 of Wappingers Falls, 
were boosting Albert Brower, who runs a Radio Shop and feeds the men who are ‘on the 
road’ (derisively referred to as hoboes) and if brother members happen to be in the vicinity 
of Wappingers Falls, they will be taken care of with a good feed and a warm place to sleep”. 
Other newspaper articles, one headlined “Weary Willies” Fill Falls Jail As Tramp Epidemic 
is Revived” had claimed that he fed over 600 meals to these men in a six week period from 
January-March of 1928.  

 

Mr. Brower also 
extended his goodwill 
towards members of 
his Village community 
by providing radio 
transmissions to over 
50 houses, at cost, for 
the wires and 
speakers.  He was 
quoted as saying that a 
friend of his next door 
had broken his leg, 
and he rigged up a line 
and headphone for 
him.  Word spread and 
he put phones and 
wires into more of his 
neighbor’s homes.  He 
estimated that it had taken more than 23,000 feet of wire and a cost to him of approximately 
$5.00/week.  According to this 1925 article in the Beacon News, Albert had supplied 50 
homes with radios and that 35 others had their own radios at a time when the Village had 
about 110 homes.  

 

Albert (seated) in his radio shop with his daughter Grace. 
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Joey Cavaccini Talk 

Joey  presented “A History of the Town of 
Wappinger and its Hamlets” on September 
19th. Joey is the Town of Wappinger 
Historian and a Trustee of the Wappingers 
Historical Society Board.  The event was 
held at the Town of Wappinger Town Hall.  
His talk was very informative, and we had 
over 40 people in attendance. Many thanks 
to Joey for his contribution to the 
Historical Society! 

WAPPINGERS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
UPCOMING DATES AND EVENTS  

· David Turner, Unknown Hamlets of Dutchess County, November 
14th at 7:00pm, Town of Wappinger Town Hall 

· Homestead Tours, November 10th, 1:00-4:00pm 

· Candlelight Tours at the Homestead, December 7th 4 – 7PM 

· Sinterklass at the Homestead; December  8th 1:00—4:00pm 

· Members Holiday Party; December 27th at 5:00, Mesier 
Homestead 

Visit us at: 

www.wappingershistoricalsociety.org  
Contact us at: 

info@wappingershistoricalsociety.org 
 

Like & Follow us !! 
..on Facebook  

@WappingersHistoricalSociety 
.. on Twitter 

#WappingersHist 
.. On Instagram 

wappingershistoricalsociety 

Help the Wappingers Historical Society 
when you shop online at Amazon this 

holiday season  

 

 

It’s easy! Go to smile.amazon.com and sign in 
with your regular Amazon login.  Select 

Wappingers Historical Society Inc. as your 
preferred charity.  Then, whenever you shop on 
Amazon and go through the smile.amazon.com 

portal first, a portion of your sale will be donated 
to us.  
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150th Anniversary of the New Hamburg Yacht Club 
By Beth Devine 

What is now the New Hamburg Yacht Club was incorporated in December 1869 by the local 
millionaires, the river captains and village residents as the "New Hamburgh Ice Yacht Club". 
It is considered one of the oldest Ice Yacht Clubs in the United States. The dues at the time 
were $3.00 for active members (those who owned yachts) and $2.00 for non-active members 
(those who did not).  Summer boating wasn’t included in its activities until many years later. 
 
Ice yachting has been around since the 1600’s. It started in 
Holland and was brought to America by the early Dutch 
immigrants in the 1700’s.  It didn’t start out as a sport- it was 
more a means of transportation until the 1800’s when those 
favored by the Gilded Age decided to develop it as a sport. 
 
Irving Grinnell, grand-nephew of author Washington Irving, 
was the first Commodore and the leading spirit of the 
original club. He was a local millionaire who owned 
“Netherwood”, a riverfront estate with a boathouse that was 
a short distance north of the Yacht Club. For some years the 
Grinnell boathouse was used as the yacht club's 
headquarters. The Grinnell estate and the adjoining estate of 
Temple Bowdoin, another early member, are long gone and 
those properties are now known as Bowdoin Park. (And yes 
– that is the same Irving Grinnell that helped establish the 
Grinnell Library.) 
 
During the 1870’s and 1880s the club had many fast ice yachts (Mr. Grinnell owned six). 
Most of the boats of the period were built by the dean of ice yacht builders, Jacob Buckhout, 
of Poughkeepsie, with most of the boat owners being wealthy sportsmen. These antique 
vessels of timber and canvas sail cloth function similarly to their “soft water” counterparts 
(soft water being the river, unfrozen) and there is some shared terminology- but the boats 
themselves look nothing alike. The hull of an ice yacht looks like a balance beam lay 
perpendicular onto a bench with a flag pole rising from where they meet. This wooden cross 
is held together with cables and turnbuckles – all sitting on three machete-size skates.  They 
travel head first and steer by reaching back to a tiller in the stern like small sail boats.  You lie 
down in the cockpit, a small sled of bedding and travel only a foot and a half off the ice, at 
highway speeds. Even if everything goes smoothly and nothing breaks, you’re exposed to 
temperatures that threaten frostbite. One person described a successful ice sail like “riding a 
motorcycle, with no brakes”.   
 
During the Hudson Valley’s Victorian heyday, the part of the Hudson from Albany to New 
York City was known as the Millionaires’ Belt and each winter grand ice yachts commanded 
the frozen river. At that time, they were the fastest vehicles on earth, often going over 70 
miles per hour. Often folks would gather on the lawns of the estates to watch the races. They 
compared the yachts to clouds of moths.  
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In 1875, Mr. Buckout was commissioned by Irving Grinnell to build a state-of-the-art ice 
yacht. WHIFF was built, with no expense spared, for display at the Philadelphia Centennial 
Exhibition. The opulent showboat boasted lily-white linen sails and red velvet cushions. 
Besides attracting universal attention, it received first prize and helped to extend the 
knowledge of the sport to thousands who had never before heard of it.  Working drawings of 
the Centennial Yacht were asked for and presented to the Norwegian Commissioner, who 
wished to introduce similar craft to the frozen fiords of Norway and Sweden. Photographs 
were also carried to London, Edinburgh and Vienna. Many, many years later after ice yachting 
languished, the Whiff was housed briefly at the Mystic Seaport Museum in Connecticut, and 
eventually the Hudson River Ice Yacht Club reclaimed the historic yacht and restored it.  The 
boat is still sailed on the Hudson River when we have good ice.  
 
In the 1890s Archibald Rogers 
from Hyde Park owned a large 
fleet of ice yachts. His largest 
was the "Jack Frost,” a large 
portion of which was built by the 
Herreshoff’s in Rhode Island, the 
famed designers and builders of 
the America’s Cup defenders. The 
"Jack Frost" and 
the "Icicle," owned by Mr. 
Rogers neighbor, John Roosevelt, 
(F.D.R’s grand uncle) were then 
considered the "Kings of the Ice”.  
John Roosevelt’s “Icicle” was 69 
feet 11 inches and carried over 
1000 square feet of sail.  She was 
the fastest yacht on the river.   
Can you imagine what she looked 
like flying down the river at 
maybe 50 or 60 miles per hour- a 
boat almost 70 feet long with over 1000 square feet of sail?  Like other ice yachts, Icicle raced 
the trains that traveled along the Hudson- a railroad that the Roosevelts themselves had helped 
to build.  The crews sometimes waited for the train carrying their patron from New York so 
that he could watch his yacht in action.  Once, the “Icicle’ beat the Chicago Express train on a 
run between Poughkeepsie and Ossining. 
 
These yachts were seldom sailed except in races for the Ice Yacht Championship Pennant of 
America. The big ice yachts of that period were frequently manned by three or four men. 
Older residents of New Hamburg remembered being paid $1.00 to ride the wings of such 
crafts, as ballast.  
According to an article in the New York Times, The Ice Yacht Challenge Pennant of America 
was the most important trophy in ice yachting in this country. The pennant is to Ice Yachting 
what the America’s Cup is to deep-sea yachting. The pennant manufactured by Tiffany and  
 
 

“Northern Light” Ice Yacht Challenge Pennant Race  
Poughkeepsie February 14 1887 

Courtesy Joey Cavaccini, Dutchess County Sports Museum 
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Company was an elaborate piece of blue silk, 30 feet long with the name inscribed in gold 
letters. It was a gift from Irving Grinnell and was presented for perpetual ice yacht 
competition through the New Hamburg Club for any Ice Yacht Club in this country and 
Europe. Competition blossomed!   A huge competition developed between New Hamburg Ice 
Yacht Club, the Poughkeepsie Ice Yacht Club, and the Hudson River Ice Yacht Club, a group 
that had splintered off from the Poughkeepsie Club.   
 
The original New Hamburg clubhouse stood one story on stilts with the ice boats stored 
underneath the building. The Zephyr was one of the first iceboats to be built in New 
Hamburg. James R. Lawson, the great-grandfather of NHYC life member Lawson Edgar and 
Archie Edgar helped to construct this boat.  The membership roster in 1886 included many 
names still familiar today- Grinnell, Drake, Lawson, Losee, Roosevelt, Mesier, Van Wyck, 
and LeRoy.  
 
The iceboats sailed for the best time around a mapped, circular course. The races were usually 
limited to an hour and fifteen minutes. One course went from Stoneco (Trap Rock), across the 
river to Milton, down the west shore to Damskammer Point (Central Hudson), then back to 
New Hamburg. There were different courses set up for different classes of boats. Courses 
were set up and changed depending on the direction and strength of the wind. The distance 
from Poughkeepsie to New Hamburg is a little more than 7 miles.  A good ice boat could 
make the distance in seven minutes: a slower one in 9 minutes. The last "Challenge Pennant 
of America" Ice Yacht race was held in 1922.  It was won by the "Scout", owned by Jacob 
Millard and sailed by Captain Frank V. Drake for the New Hamburg Ice Yacht Club. 
 
Interest in ice boating gradually waned, not only in New Hamburg, but all along the river, as 
the old experts gradually died or grew too old to enjoy the sport.  Ice breakers began making a 
channel in the river right through the winter.  And today – because of a pattern of warmer 
winters, the river simply doesn’t freeze over as often or as deeply as it once did.  The long 
seasons of yesteryear, with dozens of ice yachts and large crowds of onlookers has turned into 
the occasional weekend outing, with a small but dedicated group of enthusiasts keeping 
history alive.  
 
Between 1902 and 1920 the members became more and more interested in summer boating, 
first in small sailboats, then in launches. This became the boat of choice for “cruising” around 
in the Hudson. During that period, there were beach parties just north of here two or three 
times a month for the members, their wives and children. There were often 40 or 50 at these 
parties. Most of the group would go up the river in 10 or 12 launches.  Some of the younger 
members would take their girlfriends up by canoe. During this time as interest in ice boating 
waned, the ice yachts were gradually stored in barns and sheds all over town, and the pool 
table in the clubhouse was the center of indoor winter activities. Many bitter contests were 
played there but that pool table meant that there was little room for other activities. In 1924 
the members decided to raise the building. They did this by putting in a lower floor of 
concrete blocks. The second floor was reserved for meetings and pool. Claude Van Nostran 
was Commodore that year, and all the work of remodeling was done by members working 
summer evenings. For the next few years, the lower floor was used for dances, dinners and 
smokers. The second story serving as the club’s bar was often called “the upper deck”. The 
Women's Auxiliary was organized at that time, to take charge of refreshments.  The women 
played a huge role and continue to play a huge role in the success of the club. Their fund  



10 

raising efforts, grounds up-keep and assisting the club with the many improvements and 
activities that are ongoing are the key to its success. From the early 1900's until 1938, the 
annual 4th of July regatta was the high point of the club's year. This was an all-day affair that 
featured all sorts of water contests, canoe racing, swimming races for all ages, and a baseball 
game between the single and married men of the community. There were plenty of 
refreshments and these regattas always ended with fireworks at night. 
The clubhouse gradually became more and more the center of the village activity in the 
summer. The sanded beach and bathhouses were an attraction to the younger generation. Boys 
and girls went down to the clubhouse when they wanted to swim or boat, or just sit on the 
deck or porch to look out over the river. Older residents found that the deck was a pleasant 
place to spend a summer afternoon or evening. It was especially pleasant after the club 
installed telescopes. 
 
During World War II, the river was practically closed to small crafts.  
The club became inactive and the property began to slide downhill. 
Windows were broken and the 75-foot flag pole came down. The 
bathhouses became so run-down that they were torn down. Soon after 
they returned from service, Henry Scardefield and Frederick Croke 
asked permission to use the clubhouse for a commercial enterprise. 
They would make the necessary repairs, pay the taxes, keep the building 
ship-shape and return it anytime the club wanted it. During the year or 
so they used it, the property improved.  The club reorganized in 1948, 
and Henry Scardefield was elected Commodore, and Frederick Croke, 
Vice Commodore.  During that year, the Club had about 30 members 
who owned a couple dozen outboard motor boats. The minimum age limit was dropped from 
18 to 16, to take in the high school crowd. Younger boys and girls were to be allowed to use 
the club as long as they respected it. Once again, the Clubhouse became the hub of the village 
social life. Many of the members were out every night with outboards. Younger members 
would often go down to swim or just hang out. In the 1950's there were outboard races on 
Memorial Day weekend and “Sunfish” sail boat races during the ‘60's. 
 
In 1978, the club bought the property and house adjacent to the club from Arnie and Joan 
Cohen. This property, commonly referred to as "the rental property”, allowed for increased 
parking and yard space. It also increased our frontage on the river and currently provides the 
club with rental income and much needed additional storage facilities. The year 1985 was a 
very significant one for New Hamburg Yacht Club. Indoor plumbing was finally installed. It 
was also during this time that the dock system began to evolve, growing to the current 84 slips 
that exist now. 
 
Today, many social activities take place on a continual basis throughout the year including, 
holiday parties, annual family day, dances, dinners, cookouts and Sunday morning breakfasts. 
The club has evolved into a recreational boaters club that has many ties to the community. A 
significant number of club members reside in the hamlet, and the club prides itself on its 
community activism. The Club sponsors a golf tournament, and over the last sixteen years has 
raised $133,875 to help support Wappingers Meals on Wheels and  other organizations. The 
clubhouse, grounds, and marina facilities have all been built or renovated and maintained by 
the members on a volunteer basis. Presently, membership is 150 regular members and 100 
Life members.  
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A Taste of History  
On Sunday, October 14, the Historical Society held its annual Taste of History Tour, 
chaired by Trish Costello.  Over fifty guests attended the tours, with rave reviews.  We 
had re-enactors for Peter and Janneje Mesier, Enoch Crosby, Orson Fowler, Dan 
Brouthers, Polly Pell, as well as “friends” of Sojourner Truth, Daniel Nimham, and 
Suffragette Jessie Hardy Stubbs.  Thank you to Rosemary Evaul and members of the 
Mask and Mime Society at Roy C. Ketcham HS-Samuel, Arianna, Lia, Emily, Bernadette, 
as well as volunteers Zachary and Sharon. It would take a whole page to thank the 
members who made the day such a success, but you know who you are! Thank you!! 
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UNKNOWN HAMLETS OF 
DUTCHESS COUNTY  

Thursday, November 14 

Wappinger Town Hall 

7:00pm 

Members are Free 

Guests $3.00 

 

 

Please go to our website 

wappingershistoricalsociety.org 

To find out more details! 

. 

Wappingers Historical Society 
PO Box 174 

Wappingers Falls, NY 12590 


