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 President’s Message 

Dear Friends;  

Happy New Year to All! This month I want to recognize the 
importance of the work done by our volunteers. However we have 
a small problem. Many of us are aging (no offense) and as is 
typical of many non-profits today, the volunteer base is shrinking. 
The Board felt strongly that is was time to revisit our Mission 
Statement to help guide our growth. It is time for us to focus on 
recruiting new (and hopefully younger) members and volunteers. 
I am asking each of you to think about volunteering some of your 
valuable time to the Historical Society.  This past year we were so 
fortunate to be named Best Historical Society by the “Best of the 
Hudson Valley” magazine awards. And yes, we want to keep that 
title in 2019.  Everyone is busy but an hour here or an hour there 
will make a huge difference.  We are in need of docents to greet 
the public and others to give tours (you will be trained), 
volunteers to help when we have events or volunteers to help 
change displays at Mesier Homestead. 

In keeping with our goals, the Board has approved the hiring of a 
part-time Administrative Assistant. This person will be 
responsible for developing a volunteer base and to oversee those 
who will be doing the tours. Please consider becoming a volunteer 
and help “Keep the Wappingers Historical Society Great”! 

  ~ Beth Devine 

HOMESTEAD CHRONICLE  

 

E. Stickle, Editor 

B. Stickle, Layout 

B. Devine,  Copy Editor 

 



 

 

The Hamlet of New Hackensack 

 

When we think of New Hackensack, we usually refer to a small area that includes the 

Dutchess County Airport, the New Hackensack Dutch Reformed Church and the intersection 

of Rte. 376, All Angels Hill Road and New Hackensack Road.  It actually encompasses a 

much larger area.  The area reaches north at the boundary of the Airport, east halfway 

bisecting Didell Road, and southeast just missing Sprout Creek. To the west along New 

Hackensack Road, the hamlet extends almost to the Wappinger (trailer) Park. To the 

southwest, the boundary appears to run parallel to and between Myers Corners Road and 

Widmer Road.  New Hackensack Fire Company is actually located at Myers Corners, but 

does serve the area described. The roads to the eastern part of New Hackensack, Maloney and 

Didell, are names found on headstones at the Church Cemetery. The Church was referred to as 

the “newly organized church of New Hakkensak on the Wappans Kill” at the commencement 

of its baptismal records, in May of 1757. Other well-known area names at the Cemetery are 

Zwartwoud (Swartwoutville), Montfoort (Montfort Road), and Myers (Myers Corners), to 

name a few.  Peter Mesier and his wife Catherine Sleight attended the first Church, which was 

established in 1766.  Juris Brinckerhoff owned and donated land upon which the church was 

built. Cornelius Remsen, a physician from the Village of Wappinger Falls in the 1800’s, and 

his wife Sarah Platt, are buried there. The VanDerBilts, Ares, and later his son Phillip and wife 

Phebe, appeared to have established and run the Woronock Inn, located across the street from 

the Church. It is still standing, though not used as an inn any longer. Stephen Montfoort was a 

builder and carpenter. The horse farm referred to in the Mary Mott article in this newsletter 

was in the northernmost part of the hamlet..  Stephen B. Thorne owned that land and farm, the 

boundary lines being the northern border of LaGrange and the southernmost line the New 

Hackensack Church. He sold a portion of his land, the horse farm, which was in New 

Hackensack, to Morgan Mott.  The hamlet, while supplying residents with a blacksmith, 

wagon maker, carpenter, general store and church, remained mostly farmland throughout the 

1800’s and into the 20th century. 



 

 

New Hackensack  

As depicted on an 
1868 map of the 
Town of Fishkill.  

The Hamlet of New Hackensack 

 

 

Ad appearing in  
the Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle  in1885 



 

 

 

Mrs. Mary Mott’s 100th Birthday 

While researching for a previous Newsletter article, I came across the following 
announcement in our Historical Society archives. This led me to do further research about 
Mrs. Mott and the Hamlet of New Hackensack. The newspaper article from New York World, 
found online at Fultonsearch.org contained so much information, I decided to include it here 
in its entirety because it so well captures the sentiment of the time. 

Reprinted from New York World                 January 15, 1890 

SHE HAS LIVED A CENTURY 

FIVE GENERATIONS GATHER AT MRS. MOTT’S RECEPTION 

Notable Birthday Party at the New Hackensack Homestead 

The Grandchild of Mrs. Mott’s Grandchild was a Guest 

A birthday party such as is seldom seen was gathered yesterday on the Mott homestead at New Hackensack, 

NY, six miles back of Poughkeepsie.  Five direct generations were assembled to do honor to Mrs. Mary 

Elizabeth Mott, widow of George B. Mott1.  She was born Jan. 14, 1790, thus rounding off yesterday a full 

century of life.  Gray-haired grandchildren surrounded her, while their own grandchildren prattled at her feet.  

________________________ 
1Mary Mott’s husband’s name was William B., not George as noted in the article 



 

 
SHE HAS LIVED A CENTURY—continued 

 

Mrs. Mott’s one hundredth birthday was celebrated at the home of her son, Morgan L. Mott, whose famous 

stock farm at New Hackensack is known to lovers of horse-flesh the country over.  The venerable woman is 

still in possession of all her faculties, and greeted her descendants and guests with feelings that boys of sixty 

could not understand. They came to see her to the number of a hundred or more, and she held a reception 

from 2 o’clock in the afternoon until 6 o’clock.  She remembered and called by name relatives whom she had 

not seen for twenty years.  She received guests in the handsome parlors of the house, which were literally 

banked with flowers.  One large design bore the inscription “1790-1890”, and another noticeable piece 

consisted of a horseshoe of roses.  Mrs. Mott sat in a chair over one hundred years old.  She was dressed in 

black silk and wore a lace cap which she wore in her younger days. Mrs. Mott was born in this city, on 

Mulberry Street, near Chatham, which at that time was one of the most aristocratic residence quarters in town.  

Her maiden name was Milton, and her mother, Mary Cox, came of an old Knickerbocker family.  She has 

lived in or near New York City all her life.  In 1808 she was married to George B. Mott, a widely known New 

Yorker, who held public office in his day.  He belonged to the same old Long Island family of Quakers from 

which Valentine and Jordan I. Mott descended2.  Soon after their marriage the young couple moved to Hyde 

Park, Dutchess County, where they lived for ten years.   Then they went back to New York.  Seven children 

were born to them, of whom two are now living, Mrs. Mary E. Francis and Morgan L. Mott.  The former is 

seventy-four and the latter seventy-one years of age.  Out of seven, four reached maturity and had children of 

their own.  Mrs. Francis was the only girl in the family.  The husband died in 1850.  He was then 

Superintendent of the Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell’s Island.  Since that time Mrs. Mott has remained a 

widow.  The five generations now living are represented by herself, one hundred years old; her daughter, Mrs. 

Francis, seventy-four years; her daughter Mrs. F.B. Fiske, fifty years; her son, Wilson Fiske, thirty years, and 

his son, Paul Fiske, a lad of five.  Mrs. Mott has thirty-two direct descendants living, consisting of two 

children, twelve grandchildren, fourteen great-grandchildren and four great-great-grandchildren.  Washington 

had been inaugurated but a few months when she was born. so that her life has been contemporary with the 

growth and development of the nation.  Among the well-known New York men who were friends of her early 

days were Gideon Lee, Isaac L. Varian, John T. Jay, Cornelius W. Lawrence, once Mayor of the City, 

Sheppard Knapp and John J. Cisco.  

The house in which the reception was held is even older than Mrs. Mott.  It was built out of bricks brought 
from Holland in the good old days when solid logs were hewn into beams and timber.  

________________________ 
2 Valentine Mott was an eminent surgeon, founding the Rutger’s Medical School Jordan Mott was an 
industrialist and founded Mott Iron Works 

 

  



 

 
SHE HAS LIVED A CENTURY—continued 

 

On a block of stone built into the wall is carved the date “1772”, when it was built by Dr. Stephen B. Thorn.  

He sold it to a family of Delancey’s, and Morgan L. Mott bought it in 18583.  The title-deed has been in three 

names only.  Both Thorn and Delancey were famous horsemen and maintained the place as a stock farm 

before Mr. Mott, so it comes rightfully by its reputation.  Since Mr. Mott’s time, pretty nearly all the most 

famous trotters in the country have been quartered, at least temporarily, in its barns, including the best of 

Commodore Vanderbilt’s and Robert Bonner’s stock.  Mr. Mott was hand and glove with the Commodore in 

such matters.  At times he has had as many as 100 horses on his farm, but of late years, on account of his age, 

the number has been greatly reduced.  Now he has twenty-eight.  The celebrated stallion Independent, sire of 

many speedy trotters, died only last week.  He had belonged to Mr. Mott for many years.  The old homestead 

is a veritable storehouse of treasures of every description.  Upon its walls hang many old and valuable 

paintings.  Among them is Stern’s portrait of Washington, at the age of twenty-one, addressing the Chiefs of 

the Six Nations. This portrait was stolen from the artist when half completed and returned to him in Paris ten 

years later.  He finished it there and afterwards sold it to Mr. Mott.  Morgan L. Mott is one of the foremost 

men in the National Breeding Association and has been connected with every trotting association of 

prominence within a hundred miles of New York.  He was one of the old “Forty-niners”, and he went to 

California as a partner with Dave Broderick4, the man who was murdered by Judge Terry.  Although only 

three years in California, he was Alderman and acting Mayor of San Francisco for a time, was twice burned 

out of his possessions and still came back with a fortune. After his return he was for many years proprietor of 

the Hone House5, at Great Jones Street and Broadway. At one time he was keeper of Blackwell’s Island, and 

in 1854-56 was Commissioner of Street Cleaning.  During one of the winters, he piled the snow up in the 

middle of Broadway.  Fernando Wood was Mayor then and he ordered Commissioner Mott to cart it way.  

The latter refused, saying his appropriation was not large enough.  The incident created much excitement at  

________________________ 

3 Morgan Mott purchased the home in New Hackensack on November 18, 1858 and it included 200 acres of 

land. 

4 Morgan L. Mott’s partner in California, US Senator Dave Broderick, died as a result of an illegal duel 

against California Supreme Court Judge David S. Terry in San Francisco.  Judge Terry was indicted but did 

not serve any time. The partnership between Mott and Broderick was most likely the gold smelting business. 

5 The Hone House, of which Morgan Mott was proprietor, was formerly NYC Mayor Phillip Hone’s house, 

turned into a hotel and café. 

 

  



 

 
SHE HAS LIVED A CENTURY—continued 

 

the time.  Soon afterwards he was accused of failing to properly clean the streets, whereupon he submitted 

affidavits from all his subordinates. showing that the work had been actually accomplished.  Then the cry was 

raised that Commissioner Mott cleaned the streets with affidavits. 

Among those present yesterday were L.W. Parker, of the Parker House; Dr. Kidder, W.S. Dowling, J.H. 

Seward, Mrs. Charles Welde, A.P. Fiske, Harvey Gilson, Isaac B. Varian, Ira Brown, Judge Nelson, Judge 

Barnard, P.B. Hayt of  Poughkeepsie, Elisha Kingsland and Mr. and Mrs. J.H. McKinley.   

Endnotes regarding this article: 

 Morgan L. Mott died in April 1891. 

 Mary Mott lived to the age of 104.  She died November 25, 1894 and is buried in the New Hackensack 
Reformed Church Cemetery. 

The Mott Residence: 

Today, this area is in the 

eastern approach  grass 

field for the Airport.  The 

residence no longer exists 

Today’s Route 376  

Today’s  

New Hackensack Road  



 

 Horton House is a Link to Area History 

by Anthony P. Musso 

Originally Published Aug. 16, 2016 Poughkeepsie Journal  

Article and photo re-printed with permission from the author 

 

Sometime between 1752 and 1755, 
Long Island’s Joseph Horton 
relocated to Dutchess County into a 
relatively new settlement named 
New Hackensack.  There, he 
purchased a tract of land and built a 
1½ story, 3-bay stone house in a 
Dutch colonial style, which 
originally sat on a 250-acre working 
farm located on the east side of 
today’s Route 376, just south of New 
Hackensack Reformed Church. 

 

Situated about 5 miles north of the hamlet of Wappingers Falls, New Hackensack was first 
settled in 1734 when Teunis Van Benchoten established a farm there and was quickly 
followed to the area by other settlers.  Horton’s house was built atop a cellar of mortared 
fieldstone and its walls were filled with red clay and horsehair, covered by clapboard. 

 

Facing west, it featured a gambrel roof that extends over the structure’s front porch.  While 
the front façade of the house is painted white today, when originally built its brick veneer laid 
in English bond was left exposed.  The house featured a side-hall entrance with a four-room 
layout on the first floor. 

 

A fireplace sits across from the house’s entrance and the back wall of the two front rooms was 
eventually removed to expand the level’s open space use. 

 

Despite experiencing success with the farm operation, Horton sold the house and property in 
1760 to John Cooke, who continued to enhance the farm, adding a number of outbuildings 
and a mill, now long gone.  In 1785, Cooke sold the 250-acre farm to William Seward and it 
remained in his family’s oversight for more than a century.   

 

(Continued on page 9) 

 

 



 

 Horton House is a Link to Area History—continued 

 

Within five years of Seward’s acquisition, New Hackensack showed significant signs of 
growth and prosperity, boasting a general store, schoolhouse, mill, blacksmith shop and, in 
1834, a house of worship with the construction of the New Hackensack Dutch Reformed 
Church.  While local residents will recall the old Woronock Inn (built in the late 18th century), 
which sits across Route 376 from the church’s original site (now identified by its longtime 
church cemetery), a two-room school house sat across the road from the church. 

 

“The schoolhouse building still stands across from the church but it was converted into a 
private residence after school centralization was introduced” said Town of Wappinger 
Historian Joey Cavaccini. 

 

Various members of the Seward family engaged in farming and/or ministering, the latter 
remaining closely associated with the nearby church.  Many served as wardens, deacons and 
ministers through the years. 

 

Adjacent to the Horton house on a now separate parcel of land sits a red brick Greek Revival 
residence, built in 1840 by William Seward’s son, Philander.  Upon completion of the new 
residence, the Horton house took on a new moniker; that being the “Old Hundred”, a 
reference to Seward dividing the house and 100 acres from his property.  The land and Horton 
house remained in the hands of the Seward family and documents reveal that the earlier house 
was rented to tenant farmers. 

 

Regardless, the house and 28 acres was sold in 1928 to the Teets family.  A total of 10 families 
acquired and sold the Horton house during the 20th century although from 1954 its property 
was reduced to two acres and was no longer used as a farm. 

 

“James Addis Seward, son of Philander, was very active in the church for many years,” said 
church historian John H. Hemeyer.  “He was very active in politics, serving two terms in the 
assembly from the 1st district of Dutchess County.  He was also elected the first supervisor of 
Wappinger, serving two consecutive terms,” Hemeyer said. 

 

While a formal archeology dig was never accomplished at the site, at least one of the Horton 
House’s past owners conducted a minor excavation and discovered 19th century bottles, 
glassware, ceramics and other artifacts at the bottom of the property’s wells. 

 

Historic preservationist Robert Kuhn documented the history of the Horton house, which was 
placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1988.  



 

 
 

 

 

Holiday Party—2018! 
Our annual Holiday Party was held Sunday, December 9 at the VFW Hall in the Village of 
Wappingers.  A grand time was had by all.  Thanks to Ginny Campilii and Terry Weber for all 
the work they did to make this a successful party!  



 

 
 

 

Holiday Party—2018! 
 

 



 

 
 

WHS Recipient of Dutchess County Legislature Commendation 

 

The Wappingers Historical Society, represented by President Beth 
Devine, Sandra Vacchio and Joey Cavaccini, was recognized by the 
Dutchess County Legislature on Monday, December 17, 2018 at their 
monthly meeting.  The commendation was put forth by our Town of 
Wappinger Legislator, Francena Amparo.  The Historical Society was 
presented with a plaque and congratulated “for receiving the ‘Reader’s 
Pick’ for the best Historical Society in the Hudson Valley and honored 
with the ‘Best of the Hudson Valley Award’ by the Hudson Valley Mag-
azine and extends its best wished in all of its future endeavors”. 

 



We Want You! 

Attention all members and friends of the Wappingers Historical Society! 

Do you have any talents you might like to share with us? Here are some suggestions: 

If you enjoy writing, researching or talking about your family history or have stories about 
Dutchess County, perhaps you could volunteer to write an article for this newsletter.  

Do you enjoy entertaining?  We are always looking for bakers to make goodies for one of 
our events.  And we usually need someone to coordinate an event by setting up drinks, 
napkins and calling volunteers for baked goods. Speaking events generally last less than 
2 hours on a Sunday afternoon or Thursday evening. 

Arrange a speaker program for us - we have ideas, but maybe you have one that we haven’t 
thought of. 

Spend an hour or two in our archive room scanning documents, or organizing documents. 
This would be done with supervision, no prior knowledge needed.  

Decorate the Homestead for the Holidays - usually takes about 2 hours with helpers to put 
up and take down decorations.  We get together the week before Thanksgiving and take 
down in January. 

Do you enjoy cleaning?  We occasionally need to spruce up the Homestead and look for 
people to vacuum, dust etc. Again, only an hour or two of your time would be needed. 

Are you a handyman/woman?  There are times when some painting or small repairs need to 
be done.  

Do you enjoy interacting with people? We are always looking to train people to give tours 
of the Homestead.  Tours are held the 2nd Sunday of each month, excluding Jan, Feb and 
March. We are open from 1-4 PM, but you can volunteer all or part of the time. 

Volunteer for a Board or Trustee position.  Meetings are monthly, usually a Thursday 
evening 6-8 PM. 

This list is certainly not complete, but the ideas presented are examples of ways you can help 
your Society. If all our members and friends volunteered an hour or two a year, think of how 
much we could do! Please consider donating some time.  Contact any Board member to let us 
know how you would like to help. Thank you! 



ELECTIONS!! Elections for Trustees will be held at our March 8 Member 
meeting.  We are always looking for energetic and 
forward thinking people willing to give a little of 
their time to the Historical Society.  Trustee 
meetings are held once a month, and we encourage 
each officer and trustee to take on a project or 
committee during their term.  Please consider 
volunteering-  Contact Bill Stickle via 
wappingershistoricalsociety@gmail.com if you are interested in running for office. 

WE NEED YOU!  

A Research Note: 

Deborah Barber contacted the Historical Society a year ago with questions regarding the 
Joseph Horton house.  She recently got back in touch with us and told us about her relation-
ship to the house and a recent visit.  She is a descendant of William Seward, the second 
owner of the house. She publishes a blog and has just, in the past week, published some his-
tory of the house and surrounding area. She is a genealogist, a member of the NSDAR 
(William Seward is her patriot), New England Historic Genealogical Society, New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Society and the Association of Professional Genealogists. If 
anyone is interested in reading her blog, you can access it at 
https://60decibels.wordpress.com/2018/12/31/52-ancestors-the-seward-house-part-i-52/ 

We think this is West 

Main in the Village 

of Wappingers. What 

do you think??  

 

Please let us know 

what YOU think 
researchatWHS@gmail.com 

https://60decibels.wordpress.com/2018/12/31/52-ancestors-the-seward-house-part-i-52/


All photos are from the Wappingers Historical 

Society Collection unless otherwise noted. 

WAPPINGERS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

UPCOMING DATES AND EVENTS TO REMEMBER 

 

 Thursday, March 14 at 7 PM: Member meeting 
and Trustee Elections. Location will be American 
Legion Hall, Spring Street, Wappingers Falls 

 Homestead Tours resume on the Second 
Sunday of each Month starting on April 14th 
2019 at 1:00. 

Visit us at: 

www.wappingershistoricalsociety.org  
Contact us at: 

info@wappingershistoricalsociety.org 
 

Join us on Facebook - Search for Wappingers Historical 

Society from your id and then “Like” and “Follow” 

Did you enjoy reading Tony Musso’s  
Article on “The Horton House”? Be 
sure to stop by our Gift Shop located 

in the Mesier Homestead in the 
Village of Wappingers.  

In addition to other books of 
historical interest, we maintain a 

stock of  Tony’s three part “Hidden 
Treasures” series of books . This 

series of books contains many stories 
on the lesser known historical sites 

in our area.  

New Hackensack Airport—1937 

Receiving Hardcopy of The Homestead Chronicle 

Many of our readers prefer receiving our newsletter in 

electronic form. Without the cost of  hardcopies, enve-

lopes and stamps, we save money that can be used for 

other things at the Society.  

We would, however, like to make the Newsletter avail-

able to any of our Members and friends that prefer that 

media. If you would like to receive the Newsletter in 

hardcopy form each quarter, please drop us a note 

(Wappingers Historical Society, PO Box 174, Wap-

pingers Falls, NY) and enclose a check for $5.00 

(annual) to cover our additional costs of providing this 

service.  

http://www.wappingershistoricalsociety.org
mailto:info@wappingershistoricalsociety.org




 

Join us in preserving the history of Wappingers Falls. Become a member of the Wapping-

ers Historical Society. 

Please complete this form and mail it and your check to: 

Wappingers Historical Society 

P.O. Box 174 

Wappingers Falls, NY 12590 

 
NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

 
                    ____________________________________________________________ 

 
PHONE: _______________________________________________________________ 

 
EMAIL: ________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTERESTS: ____________________________________________________________ 

 (Docent, historical research, genealogy, archiving, fund raising, etc.) 

 
ANNUAL DUES:        _____ INDIVIDUAL MEMBER~ $20.00          

 

_____FAMILY ~ $35.00   _____ BUSINESS/CORPORATION~ $75.00 

  

OR:  _________LIFETIME MEMBER ~ $500.00    _________BENEFACTOR ~ $1,000.00 

 

You will receive a confirmation membership card upon processing of your application. 

We are a non-profit (501c) organization. Donations are tax deductible. 

www.WappingersHistoricalSociety.org                                          

 

http://www.WappingersHistoricalSociety.org

